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POW/MIA Flag Raised at Ohio Rest Area

COLUMBUS — The Ohio Department of Transportation and the Ohio Department of Veterans
Services hosted the inaugural raising of the POW/MIA flag at Ohio rest areas in ceremony held
Wednesday afternoon at the Ohio Department of Transportation rest stop on |-70 east, mile marker
130, in Licking County.

“The National League of Families, the organization responsible for the creation of the flag, meant for
it to be continually visible as a way to keep the issue of those captured or missing in the thoughts
and wishes of the citizens of this country,” Ohio Department of Transportation Director Jerry Wray
said at the ceremony. “We can think of no better way to achieve this goal than to make the flag a
part of our state’s roadways.”

The ceremony —in which an Ohio National Guard honor guard lowered the U.S. and Ohio flags,
attached the MIA/POW flag between the U.S. and Ohio flags, and then raised all three flags —
marked the first raising of a POW/MIA flag at an Ohio rest area. The Department of Transportation is
placing the flags at all 45 Ohio rest areas along interstate and state highways.

Tom Moe, Director of the Department of Veterans Services, is a retired Air Force Colonel who was a
prisoner of war in North Vietnam for over five years. “This flag reminds me of those dark days that |
shared with my mates, some of whom died of their wounds or from torture,” he said. “But no
matter the privations we suffered, we also never lost faith in our country — we were not and would
not be forgotten.”

Placing the flag at Ohio rest stops was a wish of Carolyn Maupin of Batavia, who was a special guest
at Wednesday’s ceremony. Her son, Staff Sgt. Matt Maupin, was taken captive in Iraq in April 2004.
Despite a video that purported to show his execution, his fate was unknown until U.S. forces
recovered his remains in March 2008.
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The date for Wednesday’s ceremony was chosen to coincide with National POW/MIA Recognition
Day, which is Friday, September 16. Representatives of the Vietnam Veterans of America, Patriot
Guard Riders, and other central Ohio veterans’ organizations attended the ceremony.

The idea for the POW/MIA flag was conceived in 1971 by the wife of a soldier missing in Vietnam,
and the flag itself was designed by a World War Il veteran. It symbolizes the concerns of families and
the resolve of Americans to never forget the men and women who have sacrificed their freedom to
protect the U.S.
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For more information, contact:

Ohio Department of Transportation - Melissa Ayers at 614-644-8640 or
Melissa.Ayers@dot.state.oh.us

Ohio Department of Veterans Services - Mike McKinney at 614-728-0235 or
Michael.mckinney@dyvs.ohio.gov

Photos from the event are available at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ohioveteransservices/sets/72157627676866802
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